5/20/73 

Dear Dick, 

I've been Watergate working, catching up on filing tin such haste some may be 
beyond retrieval!) and writing. I took enough time off between rains to cut some grass, 
but if I loose A& 50 strawberry plants, five raspberry bushes and a fig treat, it will 
be Nixon who did that, too. (By the way, I have a magnificent poster, a takeoff on a 
Nison campaign slogan. It is a photograph of a very pregnant black woman holding her 
belly under the caption, 2NIX0N'S THE ONE! "if I can find someone who will copy photographieally,. 
I'll have copies small enough for people to have.) 

Wri ting a book of this kin^is^o^ai^^icult as it seems. I have found ^ in the 
past unde r nri 1 a-i- circumstances that it can help outline the overall in the mind. And 
it gets thing s done. You know what Che said, "The duty of the writer is to make 4ith 
the writing". 

Today I completed a chapter with a long title, "The New Nixon and the Old KHI 
Nixon are One, the Watergating Nixon." I plan* to follow it with "Clean As a Hound&s, 

Tooth", Ike's ecstatic excess when the Checkers speech worked. The New-Old chapter 
is his political history, which is all Watergating, except for the Checkers speech, 
which will begin the financial-irregularities chapter, "Clean As". (Did you know that 
the Original Nixon broke into the Dean's office in law school?) 

I didn't quite finish this chapter/ Almost. It necessarily deals with people I knew. 

Hire the first guy he beat, Jerry Voorhis, so I did use first-person stuff. But in a way 
that bluepencils out, without revision being required. My main purpose was to give and 
suggest authentication of fact and establishment of personal credentials. 1 guess I 11 
do this also in dealing with the FBI.(ttid you know that I lived with a large crew of 
agents for four months on a major case of the day? and where it was so dangerous six of 
the defendants were assassinated be g i nn i n g the day after the night I left. I could say 
f(SLd but I won't say that or the rest in the book!). Also with the CIA, having been in OSS. 

In part the decision was because I can^t avoid it with Hunt anyway, particularly if I 
sue over that, as I'm trying to do. 

While I'd be reluctant to use an incomplete, unread rough draft as a specimen, 
more than most because of the terrible typing, I do have this now, too. 

Now I've got to get time to write the Dell stuff out for you.Meaning for me. 

There are other things I can't entirely ignore. I have reduced them to the degree 
possible. Pray that nothing happens to James Earl Ray, for I have "solved that case and 
he is in danger. I'm still accumulating evidence on that and if he gets killed there will 
be a fast and very sensational book. I regret to say that he is in danger. 

You will make your own judgement and any publisher will make his own, too. I told you 
I was enclosing the flattering comment of a mature and experienced friend who has been au 
courant with what I've been doing and who, with his wife, has* been helpmog. This time I do. 

I sent him a copy of the long letter I wrote you as soon as I got home. *e has made some 
comment that I repeat because of their experience all around the workd asan AP corres- 
pondent: "Your book has the dound of great potential, especially if you write your own 
book from your own special material. There'll probably be dozens of them, but one of them 
can be written only by you... In any case, I think you are correct in chosing a broader 
approach, showing that the WG incident is merely one boil that burst L think I 11 steal 
that for a chapter title!], not the basic sickness by any means. The inevitable resul 
authoritarianism, which is the real enemy. The CIA is merely one expression of ^ trend, 
and is a menance because it is not accountable and because it illeplly engages in domes 
onerations. It will have to be a continuing part of your story, but need not assume such 
proportions that the eesult tends to exculpate our Glorious Leader... GL has no qualms 
about using it.. .And the CIA was only one among many of the tools he has used. ...You mentio 
the horrible problem of writing a book about a breaking story. Actually, you ve chosen the 



only practical way of handling such a problem - subordinate the breaking story to a. 
larger theme, which is better perspective anyway and should, in the end, carry far- 
greater impact. You know that on one else can write the book you can write. Lay on, 

Mac Duff." 

Some reporters can reach retirement and be the same dumdums they were as cubs. 

This man reported for AP all around the world, including Washington l.and ^'hina, too). 

He and his wife are two of the wisest people I've ever known, including the countless 
politicians and government officials. Perhaps his independent expressions will have 
conveyed the concept and the problem better than I did. Certaihly this is more succinct. 

It tells you why I'm reluctant to give a chapter outline or any to which I'd be firmly 
bound. I can't visualize anything that would make a major change in what I have in mind, 
including resignation. I that I do not have in mind is organization and structure (final, 
that is, not general) and what I'll leave out. There is already much too much material, 
all relevant. Resignation, which still seems unlikely, will not surprize me. His resigna- 
tion speech is in my notes, as were several of his others before he made them. 

Reluctance to present an outline that might well require changing and before it is 
clear enough to me is one of the reasons I said I'd take a gamble if you recommend it. 

One of the minor costs we can't bear is Lil's having to give up her summer's work to 
retype in a rush. She is one of two people keeping the flock office open during the 
off season. It ruins three days, but the guarantee is only about $50. Without a fat 
advance we could not afford even this small loss. She would have some time for which she 
is not now paid on other days, when she does some bookkeeping, but by the time there would 
be enough to retype, she'll have the several messes under control. Of course, time for 
which she is not now being paid represents no cash loss if she spends it on the book. As 
a matter of £act, although she has not been able to keep up with either the story or 
what I've been doing with it, she'd make a valuable research assistant and i'll miss 
those services very much. They will cost time. 

I've decided to eliminate footnotes. Instead, where necessary. I'll have the sources 
in the draft and eliminate them in retyping. 

®n any event, until there is a firm negative, I'll plug away whenever I can find 
any time at all. In part thi3 is because I do believe the book I write will be the one 
that will be different, the one with a context and the right context, the one that will 
be other than a rewrite of what has been well publicized. To this I add the one that has 
the capability of being the deciding thing with resignation or impeachment or worse. 

Initially it will have to be longer than optimum. You know from our common past that 
I'll raise no cutting problems. (God, what awful judgement Ann used in cutting out all 
that beautiful and then and now significant FBI stuff on those Cuban camps! But I didn't 
make noises.) 

If you do get a publisher and he does go for my way of alm ost overnighting a hardback, 
remember it will save him much money and is not patentable, so think of how there can be 
something in that for you and me. 

In the usual rush, let me not forget to remember Jill and the. boys, 



with best 




